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The AAMRA is an ideal founded by amateur racers and industry professionals as a means of organization for the improvement of the hobby of amateur model racing. We are not a provider of insurance nor are we a licensed sanctioning body. We are non profit group and we do not require any membership fees or dues. We are plain and simply a faction of racers out to improve the state of amateur racing and promote the sporting aspect of Scale R/C car racing. In doing this we will release a set of classes and rules too further implement a standard by which amateurs of all levels can use as guidelines to further enjoy their hobby.

First off let me say that the Pro and Semi-Pro level of racing is not my concern. Professional drivers whether they have their expenses paid or are even paid to race by factories should race the fastest possible equipment that can be provided by the manufacturers. In fact I believe the pro ranks should race under an almost unlimited rule set to where prototype parts are encouraged and help to progress the sport and promote  and showcase the technologies of the factories as well.  The Invite Class at the annual Reedy Race is an excellent example of this level and should be pushed as far as equipment can go. If a driver wishes to go toe to toe with the factories and wants to  purchase and design his or her own equipment then they should be free to do so while accepting the cost that doing so will require.

Now back to the issue…
PROBLEM: It has been thought by some and now is becoming more apparent that electric on-road racing is lessening in the current R/C world.  Parking lot racing was one of if not the single biggest movement in the R/C racing world over the past 10 years TC racing has become one of the most common forms of racing. Though worldwide  TC racing has come under fire as becoming too expensive, in the US it has seen a much higher decline. This is due to many factors such as lack of facilities and poor unification amongst regions. Everyone from manufacturers to hobbyists are too blame and the mass  finger pointing by all parties involved is both childish and self destructive.  For reasons beyond this as manufacturers, retailers, and hobbyists we need to turn the other cheek and become proactive in solving this issue from other angles then simply laying blame and catering to a small majority of sponsored/pro racers who’s views though the loudest (by intensity not volume) have very little concern with the hobby as whole and truly do not care about the hobbyist level of racing only gaining performance edge.

POSSIBLE REASONS FOR THIS:

POSS. REASON #1: The cost of a competitive TC has more then doubled along with the research needed to maximize performance has made racing much more difficult to afford.  For many who are first exposed to R/C racing the cost of racing even at the lowest levels appears to require pro level equipment and the budget to match. You do not need $200 dollar pair of shoes and an arena to play basketball, you do not need a $300 dollar racquet and clay court to play tennis. Even to race a real car on a real track does not require the same equipment used by a Formula One Team. Why then should somebody feel they need to have a the same equipment as Marc Rhienard or Andy Moore to win there local Mod club race, or even a 19T or Stock race?  The argument that you do not need all the equipment is proven wrong when you see the pit space of an average parking lot racer and realize why they can only afford to go to one race a year. It’s not the travel cost or the entry fee it’s the $2500 dollar budget it takes to buy the equipment needed to be competitive at single amateur race. The argument is always “you do not NEED all that equipment” well unfortunately the guy who wins is allowed to and always has it, so how are you going to convince a newcomer it is not necessary? You can’t, plain and simple.

POSS. REASON #2: Because of the increased amount in motor and battery technology it has become very difficult and expensive to keep up with the maximum performance. The bar has been set so high now that unless your electronic equipment is of the highest caliber you will experience a lack of power or worse component failures costing ore then expected in replacement. This is experienced at all levels with a big difference being at the amateur level the equipment is not free or discounted.
POSS. REASON 3: Speeds have now gotten so fast that the amateur level of racing has been thrust into a scenario where they are expected to race at or near the speeds of the world top pros. Because of this side by side racing is rarely between more then two drivers and usually passing is primarily done do to crashes or extreme errors. This also makes the thought of racing for the beginner either too intimidating to start or for those that are confident very frustrating when all there efforts prove very futile after they enter there first set of races.

POSS. REASON #4: Spectators find it very boring as qualifying is hard to follow and unless you are an experienced racer able to understand all of the nuances there is a great disconnect between the driver and the car. Also the racing is not in packs but in parade style groups where cars quickly spread out leading to far too many races decided by bonsai moves on the last or second to last lap resulting in one wrecking while the other rolls to a less then thrilling end. Cars also no longer properly represent a real car and now look more like doorstops this creates a toy like representation and further disconnect with the spectator.

POSS. REASON #5 There will always be those who are willing to spend whatever it costs to have the factory equipment and all the “bling” available however in the larger spectrum these customers are not the majority and to cater to them I feel has  hurt the hobby of R/C racing by creating an elitist state.  An elitist or “underground” group will always stay that way unless they are willing to work together to promote their cause. If the group is purely social and not dependent on the use of a manufactured product then it can be maintained at any level. However once a product or supply of some sort is needed then a healthy market must be supported to continue to provide said equipment and improvements. I.E. Radio Controlled cars can at some level be made and sold without racing, however racing R/C cars cannot happen if there is nobody to build them. Toy grade cars will always exist the same cannot be guaranteed for hobby/race grade vehicles.

POSS: REASON #6  Pro drivers are not developed as ambassadors of our hobby/sport. They simply are hobbyist who have displayed an increase in talent and received factory support. They are not in it for the fun anymore and they quickly see it as an easy job or a way to receive the equipment they need to beat there peers with very little regard for the cost their sponsors incur. When asked the average “Pro Driver” what they would like changed the common response is “ I would like to see it on TV”, and “ I think drivers should be paid more” rarely if ever do you here “I would like to see more racers participating” or “I would like to see it easier for beginners” It is human nature to put one’s self, selfishly at #1 however for the health and growth of any group activity this is very destructive. There are and have been very few standouts in the pro ranks who go the extra mile to help the beginner. Whether be answering questions or helping with spare parts but the usual exchange is one of frustration for the pro driver as the customer has the nerve to take time away from the pros valuable schedule. This further supports reason #5

POSS: REASON #7 It is no longer toy cars for bowling trophies it is now seen as a way to obtain valuable prizes or equipment to obtain more prizes. The racing is now seen as a means to obtain a prize and or profession and not as a fun means to compete for the sake of competition in a sportsman like environment. Almost everyone will tell you they had the most fun “ back in the day” Why? Well for starters there was not to stress to gain or maintain sponsorship nor was there a large investment to race, plus coming in second just meant you were one of many not to win not the first guy to lose the big prize.

PROPOSED SOLUTION: We need to bring the fun and affordability back into electric on-road before it is lost all together. Electric on-road provides an outlet where clubs and small groups can race against one another while requiring very little in the way of facilities.  It allows for circuits to be established in virtually any area and provides the most potential for exposure which can lead to attracting more participants. Because there is very little noise no smoke, and no need for elaborate jumps or permanent track ,electric on-road is very organic and lends itself to adapt more quickly to any environment then any other type of racing. I have personally seen races held in parking lot’s, parking garages, gymnasiums, malls, tennis courts, basketball courts, alleyways, driveways, hotel lobbies, conference rooms, ballrooms, tradeshows, golf courses etc. To get exposure you must first provide a healthy atmosphere worth exposing. I feel by creating an atmosphere where practice and driving skill out weigh budget, and ability to acquire special parts,  will allow the driver to more enjoy the experience of racing without the stress of managing a cars expensive budget and time consuming development. By making the racing easier to follow it will be more attractive to watch it will bring more spectators and attract more entrants. 

Idea #1 Race format for permanent or large volume facility:

THE CLASSES: 

GT- Grand Touring

RWD pan style direct drive vehicles running GT two door rear wheel drive style bodies (NSX, Supra, Corvette, Skyline, Mustang, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Salleen S7, McLaren GTR etc.)

TC – Touring Car

4WD and FWD traditional sedan vehicles running TC four door bodies (Mercedes, BMW, Accord, WRX, Lexus, and Audi etc. One ways are not allowed in either gear box or center pulley. 

TC-FWD: A further front wheel drive class is suggested but will have to be a further developed as manufacturers at this stage do not currently make said vehicles.

SC – Sports/Clubmen

FWD/RWD M-chassis vehicles running 2 Door sports car style bodies (Mini, Boxster, Suzuki, SLK, Miata etc. 

THE POWER:

MOTORS- All classes will run Mabuchi or other decided slower based brushed or brushless motors. Motors will be teched for max. RPM and amp draw this specification will be set barely above a dry motor spec eliminating special break in procedures and any “demon tweeks” or cheating while increasing motor life. This will also allow motors to be used between classes preventing having to have several different motors for each class. The top three and one random in each class will be teched prior to the race and it is up to the driver to ensure there motor is within spec if deemed beyond spec the run is scored as a DNF.

BATTERIES- All Classes will be allowed to run the same batteries and allow all styles of batteries (NiCad, NiMH, Li-Po*) by any manufacturer. However for safety reasons, battery packs must be incased (shrink wrap or hard case) and use an approved quick connector (Tamiya, Deans, Corraly, Orion) This is to prevent shorting and dangerous ejecting or cells due to accidents while allowing marshals to safely disconnect power incase of emergency.

* Though Li-Po’s have a technical advantage in voltage over a race time NI-MH’s have more voltage at the beginning, Plus they are quickly becoming the new standard and have solidified their role as the next technology and are much cheaper over time and create a much more equal playing field.

TIRES- For all classes A spec tire is encouraged along with a spec wheel and insert. However if a spec tire is not available then it is encouraged to use a specification based more on availability rather then sheer performance.  

BODIES: All classes will provide a list of acceptable bodies these bodies must all have a realistic representation and must be painted or decaled in a an actual race scheme whether fictitious or based on a real team and each event must provide numbers that are required on each wind shield and side panel. All bodies must have proper grill, head lights, and tail lights represented. All body side panels must have details such as door seems and running board. (No flat panel sides allowed). All bodies must be trimmed to there intended body trim lines not removing of the back or the adding creases is allowed. A body painted a solid color with a single product decal on the sides and hood along with the proper numbers placed in place is the minimum allowed scheme. NO vulgar designs or writing is allowed on the body or chassis. (Vulgar is defined as foul language sexual references and nudity whether partial or implied)

GEARING:

GT – Will be given max pinion and spur this makes teching easy while also making easy 

for the user to inventory gearing.

TC – A maximum end gearing based on each chassis’s final drive ratio will be put in 

place to allow all forms of chassis to be equal in speed.

SC - A maximum end gearing based on each chassis’s final drive ratio will be put in 

place to allow all forms of chassis to be equal in speed.

CHASSIS: All classes cannot use any aluminum, carbon graphite or titanium parts unless used in:

Pulley’s

Screw

motor mounts/heatsinks

shock towers 

shocks

Pinion gear

Drive shaft

Any brand of gear maybe used in either 48 or 64 pitch. No discontinued parts are allowed once a part becomes discontinued it will be deemed illegal.

THE RACE FORMAT

QUALIFYING – All entrants must supply their own AMB transponder. Qualifying will be done on a 2 fast lap qualifying run. 

Driver #1 places car on final grid position driver has 10 seconds to go when ready makes 2 laps on second lap Driver #2 places car on grid and begins his run within 10 Sec. of Driver #1 completing 75% of his second lap. Driver #2 when ready makes 2 laps on second lap Driver #3 places car on grid and begins his run within 10 Sec. of Driver #2 completing 75% of his second lap.  Every further driver follows as such. Drivers not making there qualifying period will receive a NO TIME and placed in the back of the field. Driver crashing on there lap (crashing defined as the car stopping, spinning further then 180 degrees, and becoming inverted) will have said lap disqualified.

MAINS – All classes will be divided into mains and triple mains will be run ensuring that everyone gets to run equal runs. No longer will those in lower mains have a poor result further let down by not being allowed to run more then once and sent home early.

All runs will be run using standing starts from a predetermined grid.

SPECTATOR ASSISTANCE: No longer will the announcer be responsible for making the connection between the car and the driver. All drivers will either wear a bib with the appropriate number coinciding with there car or there will be a plaque displayed in front of each driver that will coincide with there car number. It has been brought to my attention by several people that calling drivers by there names does two things one it distracts the driver as he hears his name unexpectedly and to some breaks there concentration also most spectators unless they personally know the driver rarely no which car goes to whom and this takes out the human element which is one thing needed for the hobby to grow. There will be a specific spectator area and access to pits will be limited allowing the spectator to easily see into the pits but not allow the spectator full access. This will relieve some of the stresses and crowding often that happen in the pits.

PRIZES:  If Pprizes are to be given they will be established and displayed prior to the event and trophies or medallions are encouraged rather then plagues for the winners and top three in the A-main. 

