
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
March 19, 2018 
 
To:  
From: Greater Los Angeles Radio Controlled Racing Club  
Re: Reconsideration of R/C Model Car Racing at Harbor Gateway Transit Center 
          
Good day ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Sadly, we were informed today that Metro has made the decision not to continue our racing activities at the Harbor 
Gateway Transit Center for reasons cited have raised some concerns that may not have necessarily been true upon 
reaching your decision.  GLARCRC has been conducting its program at the Transit Center since 2007 and after a 
year of negotiation with CalTrans, was granted a monthly lease agreement. Since then, we have taken care and pride 
in the facility to make sure that our activities did not interfere with operations, and daily parking patrons. 
 
    The first reason brought to my attention was some of our events in the past had setup on Fridays. CalTrans 
advised us that they did receive some complaints as to that issue and we immediately resolved it by restricting our 
activities to weekends (Saturday and Sunday) only. According to our records, the last Friday setup event was held in 
July of 2016. 
 
     Another reason cited was trash and litter, GLARCRC owns a parking lot blower that is transported with the rest of 
our equipment. This device is used before any track setup to clear the lot of trash and debris, and after our events as 
well. We often come to the lot and find trash and litter left by the parking patrons, homeless that live in the 
encampment adjacent to the lot under the 110 fwy, passengers loading and unloading from the Las Vegas express 
busses that use the facility, and one of the biggest violators, the kids that call themselves the “takeover crew”(not to 
be confused with our group). These individuals number in the hundreds and are constantly using parking lots and 
shutting down public streets to do burnouts and donuts in their cars. We have witnessed this first hand, most times 
when they have been on a property the night before, they leave a lot of trash and debris that we pick up just so no 
one can say that was our doing.  
 
      We have cleaned up used condoms, soiled menstrual pads, soiled baby diapers, ash tray contents 
(from parking patrons cars ash trays), used car parts, oil and other fluids either spilled or left at the premises. 
GLARCRC also pays for trash removal services as not to use the trash cans intended for parking patrons. We also 
provide our own portable restroom services. We have received compliments and appreciation by Metro janitorial staff 
for the care we take in insuring the lot is at many times cleaner than before we arrived and they are willing to provide 
affidavits to the above stated. 
 
     
 
 
 

GREATER L.A. 
           R/C RACING CLUB 
 

3045 Chesapeake Ave. Los Angeles Ca. 90016 (213) 434-3340 
www.glarcrc.com 

 



  There are concerns raised about liability, wear and tear on the premises, GLARCRC holds a $2,000,000 property 
liability and $200,000 personal injury policy on any property that is used for this activity and is renewed annually. 
In all of our years racing (since 1975), our organization has had only 1 (one) incident where the insurance was used. 
As shown in the videos we provided in the previous email, you’ll notice that the track is surrounded by a barrier wall. 
This structure is comprised of 3/4 inch by 12 inch CDX all weather plywood, coated with acrylic lacquer and then 
sealed with latex enamel. This structure is highly resilient to impacts, easily contains the cars, and provides the 
highest degree of safety to racers and spectators and is a requirement by our National sanctioning body 
 Radio Operated Auto Racing (R.O.A.R.).  
 
     Addressing wear and tear on the premises, please remember these are model cars, many thousands of pounds 
lighter than the everyday traffic that occupies the lot. Depending on the scale of the cars, (1/10 scale to1/5 scale) the 
weight ranges from 3 pounds to 26 pounds and the tires are made from either foam composite or natural rubber, this 
would have no effect on the surface as the cars do not weigh enough to  cause any damage. These models are 
powered by either electric or gas engines. The fuel consists of Nitromethane, Methanol, and castor oil for lubricant, 
these compounds are more stable, extremely cleaner burning than gasoline, and bio degradable to the point where 
the EPA and AQMD do not require these type of fuel burning engines use catalytic converters. The fuel engine cars 
are also equipped with a noise suppression system located on the air intake as well as the exhaust. This minimizes 
any excess engine noise that may be generated in a residential area. This system is a requirement from our national 
sanctioning body Radio Operated Auto Racing (R.O.A.R.). 
 
     Patron parking is the first concern with Metro and we fully understand that as we cooperated and stopped our 
Friday setup special events in 2016. There are over 900 parking spaces in the Transit Center lot and on the 
weekends (Saturday and Sunday) there are less than 100 vehicles at a given time on the lot, most of those being 
passengers of the Las Vegas and local casino busses that board there. Our track only occupies 250x125 ft on the 
weekends, there is no parking issues at all. 
 
 Last September there was a scheduling conflict with the Stub Hub Center overflow parking for Los Angeles Chargers 
home games as we were never 

 

informed by anyone from CalTrans or Metro of the change. However we did work 
with the management of the Stub Hub Center and Metro and were able to re arrange our schedule to meet 
everyone’s requests, The Company managing the parking for Stub Hub complimented our organization on its 
professionalism, and willingness to compromise.  If requested, we can provide the emails to those conversations. In 
fact, the Stub Hub Center management contacted us this week to let us know that they would provide us with a 2018 
home game schedule of the Los Angeles Chargers within the next 3 weeks so we could schedule our events around 
overflow parking. 

We have enjoyed many seasons of racing at the Harbor Gateway Transit Center and I have taken the time to write 
you requesting a re consideration because we take great pride in this organization, it’s not just a bunch of guys 
having a few laughs with toy cars, we are made up of career professionals, families and friends alike that share in 
friendly competition through R/C Car racing. There is a lot of time and money invested in this hobby as these cars 
cost anywhere between $800.00 to $6000.00.  
 
Because of the demand for land (especially here in Southern California) former sites we used to run on as well as 
permanent facilities have all but disappeared to developers. In a nutshell, if Metro shuts down our program, there’s 
nowhere in Southern California to do this and it would really be ashamed for all that we have invested and the effort 
we gave to make sure the program runs according to the guidelines put to us goes to waste. Lastly, if there was 
anything said about or observed about G.L.A.R.C.R.C that would cause any personal doubts or ill feelings, please 
feel free to voice those concerns as I am confident we are more than able to put any transgressions to rest. 
 
 

Glenn L. Williams 
President, 

Greater Los Angeles Radio Controlled Racing Club 
(213) 434-3340 

 
Thomas G. Wong 

Vice-President 
Greater Los Angeles Radio Controlled Racing Club 

(310) 821-8437 
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