
Model motors 

battle hots up 

 
RACE IS ON: Gold Coast model raceway club's Darren Densley. Picture: Adam Head 
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GOLD COAST BUREAU 

A REMOTE-control 
car club could be driven 

out of i t s  Go l d  
C o a s t  h o me  because 

of the noise com-
p lain t s  o f  th re e  

lo ca l  residents. 
Members of the Gold 

Coast model raceway 
club a r e  a l l  r e v v e d  

u p  a t  attempts to 
stop racers us ing 
pet ro l -po wered  

engines for their remote-
control cars. 

They say the noise 
generated by the toys is 

less than that of an 
average conversation. 

The Gilston-based 
club – which once 

listed V8 stars Steven 
Johnson and David 

Besnard as members – 
was first prevented from 

using petrol power in 
2007 and its membership 
has dwindled ever since. 

To revive the club, 
there is a new push to 

return the petrol 
category, this time with 
special modifications to 

the mufflers, which club 

A lawnmower 

would be much 

louder than 

anything we 

produce 

Club president 
Darren Densley 

president Darren 
Densley said created a 
noise no louder than a 

"buzzing blowfly". 
"The sound testing we 
have done shows 
them racing at 54 

decibels," Mr Densley 
said. 

"You can't even have a 
normal conversation 
at less than 60 decibels. 
"If somebody down the 

t r ee t  h ad  th e i r  
l awn mower going it 

would be much louder 
than anything we 

produce. 

"We are talking about 
o n e  o r  t w o  

S u n d a y s  a month." 
Mr Densley said the 

petrol engines had 
numerous advantages 
over the more old-
fashioned electric 

models. 
"You can have half-
hour races with the 

petrol, but you can only 
go for a few minutes 
with the electric ones 
before they run out of 

batteries,- he said. 
The council is awaiting 
the  resul t s  o f  i t s  
own sound testing. 
If the noise levels are 

deemed unsatisfactory, 
the club could be forced 

out. 

Local councillor Ted 
Shepherd said he was 

sympathetic to the plight 
of the club, but all 

complaints had to be 
treated equally."One 

complaint is the same as 
100, you've got to follow 

them up," he said. 

 

 


