
16 March 2020 
 
To all Clubs, Racers and Associates, 
 
We're receiving a few enquiries about Coronavirus (COVID-19) and how this relates to RCRA events run 
by our member clubs.  The welfare of our racers is the prime consideration and we understand that local 
considerations and knowledge will determine what suits them best.  RCRA will strictly follow the 
Instructions of the Australian Government Health Department as regards the continuation of events run 
by our clubs which are determined as “organised public gatherings”. 
 
Currently our events typically fall outside of the current Government (Federal and State) advice with 
regards to compulsory banned events.  Events are considered “public gathering” but are of a smaller 
nature than that which is banned in all Australian locations as of time of writing this.   
 
This means for many of our events, the initial view is “business as usual” – but there are always 
exceptions and all of our clubs have landlords, councils, committees etc. that are also stakeholders which 
may mean decisions made regarding racing are not always clear at first. 
 
Please ensure as a racer or club member you are up to date as a minimum with the FAQ’s of official 
advice from the department of health. 
 
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/03/coronavirus-covid-19-frequently-
asked-questions_3.pdf 
 
In consideration of fast emerging changes and government guidelines we may end up having to take 
significant unprecedented steps in the near future.  This may mean changes to advice that effectively rule 
out majority of events and club days as well, we truly hope that Australia does not reach a situation 
where this measure is enforced, and we can all continue to enjoy our racing. 
 
Please note, we will not force clubs to act in “advance” of the government formal advice, however, we 
recommend each club review their event, the attendees and the risk and make their own decision in 
accordance with the guidelines issued below by department of health and their state government.  RCRA 
will stand by all clubs who decide to defer, reschedule or cancel based on their risk assessment. 
 
We will state this however, as a host of an event it is easier to delay or cancel in advance on your own 
terms rather than being forced to do so at late notice or once the event has begun and if this is the 
decision of the club, racers should respect this and understand whatever decision the host club makes it 
is going to be a difficult one, but will be in the intended best interests of all racers involved. 
 
We reiterate, it is important that each club therefore assess their own event on merit and duly assess the 
risk in accordance with the guidelines for “smaller events” (ie: under 500) and in particular consider the 
“top 10” actions to prevent the spread at your gathering.   
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https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-organising-public-
gatherings 
 
We will also add; no person or club is able to accurately predict where this pandemic will go and what 
society restrictions will be in place nationally or locally in the near future – or for the rest of the year for 
that matter.  Safety begins with you – all racers have a responsibility to undertake their own personal risk 
assessment as to whether they should attend events, whether they fall into an “at risk” group or are a 
risk to others. Where an entrant has a personal concern about attending and event, please make sure 
you contact the host club directly. 
 
Considering racing usually brings less than 500 people together at an event we're outside of the current 
Government advice with regards to compulsory banned events, however our activities do place us in an 
unusual risk situation. We all need to consider we usually are within 1.5 meters distance when racing 
together on a drivers stand or sitting under a covered pit area.  This therefore is a grey area in terms of 
recommendations regarding “social distancing”.  
 
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/03/coronavirus-covid-19-
information-on-social-distancing.pdf 
 
How do you help reduce the spread of viruses.  Per national health advice practising good hand and 
sneeze/cough hygiene is considered the best defence against most viruses.  
 
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/03/coronavirus-covid-19-what-you-
need-to-know_1.pdf 
 
You should:  

• wash your hands frequently with soap and water, before and after eating, and after going to the 
toilet  

• cover your cough and sneeze, dispose of tissues, and use alcohol-based hand sanitiser  
• and if unwell, avoid contact with others (stay more than 1.5 metres from people). 

 
You should avoid: 

• direct close contact with a person while they are infectious  
• close contact with a person with a confirmed infection who coughs or sneezes, or  
• touching objects or surfaces (such as door handles or tables) contaminated from a cough or 

sneeze from a person with a confirmed infection, and then touching your mouth or face 
 
You should not: 

• attend club meets or events if have returned from overseas in the past 14 days with or without 
fever 

• attend club meets or events if have been in close contact with a confirmed COVID-19 case in the 
past 14 days 

 
In addition to the above advice, please keep yourself informed of current guidelines such as the below as 
well as local (state) advice which may be different (stronger) than National advice. 
 
Thank you for your understanding, 
 
RCRA Executive 
 
 
 
 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-organising-public-gatherings
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-organising-public-gatherings
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/03/coronavirus-covid-19-information-on-social-distancing.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2020/03/coronavirus-covid-19-information-on-social-distancing.pdf
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/m8d4Cy8AlQSKWxOWSMAeMZ?domain=health.gov.au
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/m8d4Cy8AlQSKWxOWSMAeMZ?domain=health.gov.au

